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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

October 26, 2020, 6:00PM 

Virtual Meeting, New Durham, NH 03855 
 

Final Approved 11-09-20 
 

Under the emergency provisions of RSA 91A, this meeting took place electronically via Zoom. 

 

IN LIGHT OF THE COVID 19 (CORONA VIRUS) SOCIAL DISTANCING ADVICE MADE BY THE GOVERNOR AND CDC, 

THE TOWN OF NEW DURHAM NH FOLLOWING A DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY BY THE PLANNING BOARD 

CHAIRPERSON, IS PROVIDING A MEETING PARTICIPATION VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE FOR YOUR SAFETY. 

 

This meeting is for members and the public to utilize the Zoom platform to prepare for future meetings and public hearings. All 

members of the Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator have the ability to  communicate contemporaneously during this 

meeting through this platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen and, if necessary, participate in this 

meeting through dialing the following. In accordance with Governor’s Executive Order #12, pursuant to RSA 91-A: 2 

 

In accordance with Governor’s Executive Order #12, pursuant to RSA 91-A: 2; Attendees log into: Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89357243604?pwd=YW4xUGFpNmJlZU1jTUVBZlJwV3k2UT09 

Meeting ID: 893 5724 3604 Passcode: 519444; Or via telephone number:  1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 893 5724 3604 Passcode: 

519444 

 

Technical difficulties contact Town Administrator Scott Kinmond at skinmond@newdurhamnh.us or by phone at 603-556-1516. 

Note: Town of New Durham offers no security assurances to those connecting via PC to a third party software and hardware not 

configured or controlled by our IT Service provider. 

 

PRESENT 
David Swenson, Chair, Board of Selectman – Via Zoom 

Cecile Chase – Board of Selectman Via Zoom 

Dorothy Veisel – Board of Selectman Via Zoom 

 

ALSO PRESENT 
Scott Kinmond, Town Administrator – Via Zoom 

David Bickford, resident – Via Zoom 

Peter Varney, Fire Chief – Via Zoom  

Kevin Ruel, Fire Department – Via Zoom  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Swenson stated the meeting was opened at 6:00 p.m. and immediately went into nonpublic 

session pursuant to RSA 91:A:3 II a, b, c, e.  

The Board reentered public session at 7:02 p.m. 

Chair Swenson stated that due to the State of Emergency declared by Governor Sununu and 

pursuant to Executive Order #12, the Town is authorized to meet electronically. He stated there is 

no physical location to observe this meeting. However, in accordance with the Order, it was 

confirmed that they are providing public access to the meeting by telephone, with additional 

access possibilities by video (Zoom); all members of the Board of Selectmen and Town 

Administrator have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this meeting; the 

public has access to contemporaneously listen and participate via links posted on the agenda. 

Chair Swenson confirmed the meeting was posted appropriately with access numbers. He stated 

in the event the public is unable to access the meeting, it would be adjourned and rescheduled. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89357243604?pwd=YW4xUGFpNmJlZU1jTUVBZlJwV3k2UT09
mailto:skinmond@newdurhamnh.us
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Chair Swenson stated in the event they need to go into non-public session, a separate phone 

number will be used for the Board of Selectmen members to use and they will then reenter 

nonpublic session. Chair Swenson stated all motions would be taken by roll call; roll call 

attendance was taken for those participating in the Zoom meeting.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to seal the minutes of the non-public session of the meeting 

of October 26, 2020 as it may affect adversely the reputation of one other than the Board.  

Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel 

– aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

APPOINTMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chair Swenson stated the Budget Committee has reviewed the 2020 budget through the third 

quarter; the Board of Selectmen did some significant freezing of expenditures due to COVID-19 

related anticipated revenue shortfalls.  He stated tax collections were in fact down; year-to-date 

expenditure of the budget is approximately 60% and the only departments of concern due to 

being over 75% were 4130 Executive and 4140 Elections.  There were a few accounts 

significantly over by percentage but the number of dollars was small. 

PUBLIC INPUT 

David Bickford, resident, gave comments in regards to the agenda item, Change Yield Sign to 

Stop Sign Quaker RD at Ridge Rd.  He stated he would like to try to get the property back from 

the Town which was reduced over the years and referenced the tax maps. 

AGENDA REVIEW 

Chair Swenson added under New Business: Conditional Offers 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

The Board reviewed the Select Board Consent Signature Manifest for dates 09/27/20 to 

10/26/20. 

 

Town Administrator distributed a memo from the Road Agent and the DPW Highway Safety 

Committee regarding a change from a Yield Sign to Stop Sign at the intersession of Quaker Road 

and Ridge Road.  He stated complaints were received regarding the dangerous situation with 

vehicles failing to yield at this intersection.  Measurements were taken and the speed limit noted 

to be 35 mph on Ridge Road and 25 mph on Quaker Road; there is also a 5% or greater grade in 

the area.  Town Administrator Kinmond explained the sight-lines and the traffic counts in 2018 

averaged 500 vehicles per day in that location.  It was confirmed the change can be made by the 

Board without a public hearing. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to authorize the removal of a Yield sign to install a Stop 

sign and Stop Ahead sign on Quaker Road at the intersection of Ridge Road.  Selectman 

Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
 

DPW Purchase Orders – Eastern Mineral / Granite State Salt (State Bid); Charles McKay- 

Winter Sand 
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The Board reviewed the purchase order.  Town Administrator Kinmond stated this is road salt 

for the upcoming winter season. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to approve Purchase Order #2551 in the amount of $6,400 

to Eastern Mineral / Granite State Salt for the purchase of 100 tons of road salt.  Said 

purchase under the NH State Purchasing Contract and with expense to come from account 

01-4312-10-662.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; 

Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated the next purchase order request is for screened winter sand.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to approve Purchase Order #2515 in the amount of $17,928 

to Charles McKay for the purchase of 1,200 yards of screened winter sand.  Said expense to 

come from account 01-4312-10-663.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

DPW Request to Pursue Purchase of Excavator (Used or New) – Shared Use with Solid 

Waste Facility  

The Board reviewed a memo from the Road Agent along with the purchase order.  Town 

Administrator Kinmond stated there was discussion by CIP about a shared piece of equipment to 

be used by the Highway and Solid Waste Departments and funds were allocated for a pay loader 

replacement.  He explained the research they have done regarding purchase of new or used 

equipment.  The Board concurred with there being further research and discussion to move 

forward but also agreed that DPW / TA should further explore purchase opportunities of this 

equipment and report back to the Board when equipment purchase is recommended 

 

Fire Department Invitation for Bids for Utility All-Terrain Vehicle 

Town Administrator Kinmond presented a draft invitation for bid for the equipment. He stated 

this is part of the CIP plan to replace the current Mule vehicle.  However, based on activities for 

the department and expansion of recreational land such as Birch Ridge, the department would 

want to retain both vehicles for department activities.  

 

Kevin Ruel, Fire Department, explained the uses for this equipment in getting to off-road 

locations; it can go directly from the road to a trail and would be equipped with EMS equipment.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the Invitation for Bid for the Utility All-

Terrain Vehicle with bids due December 1, 2020.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  

Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion 

passed 3-0-0. 

 

Norway Plains Survey Quote Boundary Line Adjustment – Supported by Library Trustees 

Town Administrator Kinmond presented the proposal from Norway Plains Associates relative to 

the land swap for Map 250, Lots 112 and 113 for review by the Library Trustees and confirmed 

they are supportive of the proposal. 
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Selectman Chase made a motion to approve Purchase Order #2703 in the amount of $6,000 

to Norway Plains Associates of Rochester and Alton, NH for the boundary line adjustment 

survey, research maps for the land swap for Map 250, Lots 112 and 113.  Said funds to 

come from account 01-5000-10-068.  Chair Swenson seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

NHIT – 2021 Health Insurance Renewal Package 

The Board reviewed the renewal package. Town Administrator Kinmond noted there is an 8.55% 

increase over 2020.  He stated there are no changes in coverage or deductibles.  There is a Zoom 

seminar scheduled for November 10, 2020 for all employees to understand the coverage.  

 

Selectman Veisel made a motion to authorize the renewal of the Town’s staff health 

insurance coverage with the New Hampshire Interlocal Trust fo 2021 and accept the 8.55% 

increase over the 2020 rates and authorize the Chair to sign the renewal.  Selectman Chase 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair 

Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Primex – FY22 Property Liability, Workers’ Compensation, Unemployment Compensation 

Renewal 

The Board reviewed the Primex renewal package.  Town Administrator Kinmond stated there 

was an increase in property and liability costs in the amount 8.4%; it is a negative change in 

workers compensation so there is an overall savings of 10.9%; no changes in coverage.  He 

stated there is a piece of fire apparatus which is not covered at 100% as it is over 20 years old. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to authorize the Primex renewal for Property Liability, 

Workers’ Compensation, Unemployment Compensation for Fiscal Year 2022 as proposed 

under the Primex CAP program.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Town of Alton – Request for Posting of Stockbridge Corner & Valley Road for Truck 

Weight limit or No Thru Trucks 

The Board reviewed a letter from the Alton Town Administrator relative to a discussion that took 

place at the Alton Board of Selectmen meeting.  Town Administrator Kinmond stated GPS units 

are directing a lot of tractor trailers and large trucks off of Route 28 down Stockbridge Corner 

Road and unto Valley Road.  He stated an increase in overall traffic has been noted by Road 

Agents from both towns.  The proposal is for a year-round posting for a weight limit but local 

companies would not be barred from making deliveries as needed to residents in the 

neighborhood.  The Board concurred this action would be appropriate. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the collaboration with the Town of Alton to 

jointly post the Stockbridge Corner Road and Valley Road as no-thru-trucks with a six ton 

weight limit.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; 

Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0.  
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It should be noted that the above action is authorization for a collaborative determination with 

Alton and does not authorize New Durham to post this road without collaborative agreement 

with Alton. 

 

Water Quality Committee Member Nominations  

The Board reviewed the nominations recommended by the committee.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to nominate Maureen Knepp as a member to the New 

Durham Water Quality Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.  Selectman 

Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0.. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to nominate Keith Barnard as a member to the New 

Durham Water Quality Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.  Selectman 

Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to nominate Cynthia Quimby as an alternate member to 

the New Durham Water Quality Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.  

Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel 

– aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector Interviews 

Chair Swenson stated interviews were conducted with several qualified candidates.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the Town Administrator to issue a Conditional 

Offer of Employment to Candidate #1 for the position of Tax Collector / Deputy Town 

Clerk at a wage of $18.00 per hour with said hire upon completion of background checks 

and pre-employment physical with a tentative start date of November 16, 2020.  Selectman 

Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson stated there were open positions in DPW, one fulltime and one part time and the 

interviews have been completed for these positions as well.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the Town Administrator to issue a Conditional 

Offer of Employment to Candidate #4 for the position of Light Equipment Operator at a 

wage of $17.00 per hour with said hire upon completion of background checks and pre-

employment physical, DOT physical, and drug testing with a tentative start date of 

November 16, 2020.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – 

aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the Town Administrator to issue a Conditional 

Offer of Employment to Candidate #3 for the position of part time Ground Maintainer / 

Light Equipment Operator at a wage of $15.00 per hour with said hire upon completion of 

background checks and pre-employment physical, DOT physical, and drug testing with a 
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tentative start date of November 16, 2020.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 

3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson stated the Police Department full time positions are full but interviews were done 

for part time positions. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the Town Administrator to issue a Conditional 

Offer of Employment to Candidate #1 for the position of Part Time Police Officer at a wage 

of $18.50 per hour until the individual becomes New Hampshire certified in full field 

training with said hire upon completion of background checks, pre-employment physical, 

and drug testing, with a tentative start date of November 16, 2020.  Selectman Veisel 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair 

Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the Town Administrator to issue a Conditional 

Offer of Employment to Candidate #2 for the position of Part Time Police Officer at a wage 

of $22.00 per hour with said hire upon completion of background checks, pre-employment 

physical, and drug testing with a tentative start date of November 16, 2020.  Selectman 

Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

It was notd that Candidate #2 is already a certified Police Officer with multiple years of 

experience. 

 

Chair Swenson stated that with the impending retirement of the Town Clerk, there is an increased 

work load for the Deputy Town Clerk.  The Board is looking to make a wage adjustment to 

recognize the change in responsibilities. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to increase the rate of pay for the Deputy Town Clerk / Tax 

Collector Donna Young from $19.93 per hour to $21.00 per hour effective October 26, 2020.  

Selectman Veisel seconded the motion. Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel 

– aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Town Administrator Kinmond noted this date is in the middle of a pay period.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to increase the rate of pay for the Deputy Town Clerk / Tax 

Collector Donna Young from $19.93 per hour to $21.00 per hour effective October 19, 2020.  

Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel 

– aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Halloween 2020 The Board reviewed the recommendations by the Police Department and Parks 

and Recreation Commission.  Town Administrator Kinmond stated there will be trick or treating 

on October 31st 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. and activities at Meetinghouse on 10/30 - 10/31 from 6:00 

p.m. – 8:00 p.m..  He stated they have made CDC recommendations available and will be doing 
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a trunk-or-treat at the Fish and Game Club with the collaboration of the Fire Department and 

Police Department.  Chair Swenson noted the Food Pantry will also be offering treats on 10/31 

from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

General Election Coverage 

The Board discussed Board coverage of election date November 3.  Selectman Chase will cover 

from 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. then 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.; Selectman Veisel will cover 10:30 a.m. 

– 7:00 p.m.; Chair Swenson will be present from 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. and then 4:00 p.m. to 

close. 

 

Electioneering on Town Property – Legal Opinion   

Chair Swenson stated concerns were raised regarding electioneering on Town property; the 

opinion from legal counsel is that in this case, it is permissible.  The Board concurred with 

rescinding a prior motion and ensure they are following the State and federal laws on this 

subject. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to rescind the action of September 14, 2020 regarding no 

electioneering on Town property and have the Town of New Durham follow State and 

Federal laws on this subject.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meetinghouse LCHIP Grant  

Town Administrator Kinmond stated the Board took action to correct the application of the L-

CHIP grant being applied to revenue to offset taxes; he stated the action put the funds in the CRF 

on September 14, 2020. He stated he discussed this with the auditors to be sure it was accounted 

for and it was found the L-CHIP grant money was in fact counted as revenue and used to offset 

taxes; the only way to fix this according to the auditors would be a warrant article with vote by 

the legislative body if the Board wants to decide how to fund it and make the ledger change.  The 

Board concurred with presenting it as a warrant article to resolve the accounting mistake. 

 

Emergency Management Director & Deputy Director Job Descriptions 

The Board reviewed the draft job descriptions with edits.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve the job descriptions for Emergency 

Management Director and Deputy Emergency Management Director as amended.  

Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel 

– aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Meeting of October 8, 2020 – Postponed. 

Meeting of October 14, 2020 – Postponed. 

Meeting of October 19, 2020 – Postponed. 

 

Next Meeting 
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November 5, 2020 – Assessing Interviews 8:30 a.m. with Select Board meeting starting a 8 a.m.  

Selectman Chase advised she will be unable to attend and asked the other member to proceed 

with interviews. 

 

ADJOURN 

Selectman Chase made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 

3-0-0. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jennifer L. Riel 
Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary  

 

 

 


