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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

September 14, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting, New Durham, NH 03855 
 

Final Approved 10-14-20 
 

Under the emergency provisions of RSA 91A, this meeting took place electronically via Zoom. 

 

IN LIGHT OF THE COVID 19 (CORONA VIRUS) SOCIAL DISTANCING ADVICE MADE BY THE GOVERNOR AND CDC, THE 

TOWN OF NEW DURHAM NH FOLLOWING A DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY BY THE PLANNING BOARD CHAIRPERSON, IS 

PROVIDING A MEETING PARTICIPATION VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE FOR YOUR SAFETY. 

 

This meeting is for members and the public to utilize the Zoom platform to prepare for future meetings and public hearings. All members 

of the Select Board and Town  Administrator  have  the  ability  to  communicate contemporaneously during this meeting through this 

platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen and, if necessary, participate in this meeting through dialing the 

following.  

 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87836392459?pwd=Ym9xeHlQOEJmTEkrRDArTWRKTmtFdz09.    

Meeting ID: 878 3639 2459 Passcode: 270572; Or telephone number: 1-646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 878 3639 2459 Passcode: 270572 

 

Technical difficulties contact Town Administrator Scott Kinmond at skinmond@newdurhamnh.us or by phone at 603-556-1516.  

Note: Town of New Durham offers no security assurances to those connecting via PC to a third party software and hardware not 

configured or controlled by our IT Service provider.   

 

PRESENT 
David Swenson, Chairman – via Zoom 

Cecile Chase – via Zoom 

Dorothy Veisel – via Zoom 

 

ALSO PRESENT 
Scott Kinmond, Town Administrator – via Zoom  

Dolores Van Malden, Resident – via Zoom  

Jerry Katz, Resident – via Zoom  

Bob Bickford, Resident – via Zoom  

Donna Young, Deputy Town Clerk – via Zoom  

Stephanie MacKenzie, Town Clerk / Tax Collector – via Zoom  

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Swenson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 

Chair Swenson stated that due to the State of Emergency declared by Governor Sununu and pursuant to 

Executive Order #12, the Town is authorized to meet electronically. He stated there is no physical 

location to observe this meeting. However, in accordance with the Order, it was confirmed that they are 

providing public access to the meeting by telephone, with additional access possibilities by video 

(Zoom); all members of the Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator have the ability to 

communicate contemporaneously during this meeting; the public has access to contemporaneously 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87836392459?pwd=Ym9xeHlQOEJmTEkrRDArTWRKTmtFdz09
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listen and participate via links posted on the agenda. Chair Swenson confirmed the meeting was posted 

appropriately with access numbers. He stated in the event the public is unable to access the meeting, it 

would be adjourned and rescheduled. Chair Swenson stated in the event they need to go into non-public 

session, a separate phone number will be used for the Board of Selectmen members to use and they will 

then reenter nonpublic session. Chair Swenson stated all motions would be taken by roll call; roll call 

attendance was taken for those participating in the Zoom meeting.  

 

Appointments/Announcements 
Chair Swenson stated they have a talent bank application from Dolores Van Malden for the Ethics 

Committee.  The Board reviewed and discussed the application with Ms. Van Malden.  Ms. Van Malden 

stated she has a background as a dental hygienist and is very experienced in dealing ethically in her 

profession; she attended a meeting of the Ethics Committee in August.  

 

Selectman Veisel made a motion to nominate Dolores Van Malden of New Durham, New 

Hampshire as a member of the Ethics Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.  

Selectman Chase seconded the  motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase –  

aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
 

Downing Pond Draw Down – Main Street Dam Repairs In Fall 2020 
Chair Swenson read the public notice into the record.  A draw-down of Downing Pond by 

approximately 2' is scheduled on or about October 15, 2020 through November for dam maintenance 

work.  Notice was given to all abutters.  

 

Jerry Katz, resident on Merrymeeting Road, thanked the group responsible for the improvements at the 

vacant lot boat ramp and stated it looks very good now.  Mr. Katz stated last time there was a 

drawdown their well went completely dry and a pump motor was burned out; he asked if the water will 

be as low as last time.  Town Administrator Kinmond stated the drawdown should not be as significant 

as last time. They met with the engineer today and the plan is to keep the water level down for just a 

couple days.  It is being coordinated with a release of water on Jones Pond to refill Downing Pond 

when the work is complete so the duration of the low water level should not be as long as last year. 

 

Bob Bickford, resident, asked if a downed tree could also be removed during the drawdown.  Town 

Administrator Kinmond will follow up with confirmation that can be done.  

 

Agenda Review 
Chair Swenson suggested moving up the Meetinghouse Discussion and Change in Town Clerk / Tax 

Collector Hours to accommodate public attendees.  

 

Town Administrator Kinmond added under New Business: Request to Close Town Hall for Employee 

Appreciation Luncheon.  

 

Town Clerk / Tax Collector Schedule Changes  
Donna Young, Deputy Town Clerk, presented justification for changes in the hours the Town Clerk / 
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Tax Collector office is open to the public.  Ms. Young stated there has been an increase in business in 

the last two years; they are unable to get work done as there is less downtime and the hour adjustment 

would allow uninterrupted work in the office to accommodate work completion requirements for 

records, etc.  

 

Chair Swenson explained the Town Clerk has the authority to determine the Town Clerk's hours.  

However, the Board of Selectmen determines the Tax Collector's hours so they would need to come to 

an agreement on the hours.  The Board reviewed the proposed schedule.  Ms. Young explained many 

municipalities are closed or have partial hours on Fridays but they will take appointments if needed.  

Mr. Bickford stated if someone works outside of Town doing away with evening and Saturday hours 

could cause a problem.  Ms. Mackenzie stated right now with COVID-19 they can not do those times 

as they need to have another person in the building during open hours; she suggested that when the 

pandemic has passed they may be able to go back to being open one Saturday a month.  

 

The Board agreed by consensus to approve the proposed schedule change for the Tax Collector hours 

on a trial basis between now and December 31, 2020. 

 

Selectman Veisel stated she has been receiving wonderful feedback regarding the primary elections; 

people were helpful and relaxed making it a pleasant experience.   

 

Meetinghouse Restoration Committee 
Chair Swenson stated the nomination was made on August 20, 2020; no comments were received 

during the vetting period.  

 

Mr. Bickford stated Mr. Mouradian has attended a couple meetings; he has great ideas and experiences, 

and anticipates Mr. Mouradian being a positive addition to the committee.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to appoint Jon Mouradian of New Durham, New Hampshire as a 

member of the 1772 Meetinghouse Restoration Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.  

Selectman Veisel seconded the  motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase –  

aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
 

Meetinghouse LCHIP Grant – History 
The Board reviewed background history presented relative to a grant received from L-CHIP.  Chair 

Swenson stated questions arose whether the funds were taken from the CRF and then reimbursed from 

the moneys received into the General Fund via the grant.  He stated it appears when the grant money 

was received it was recognized as revenue but the CRF was not reimbursed at that time.  Town 

Administrator Kinmond confirmed that is correct; the funds were applied as grant revenue during the 

calendar years the funds were received.  Chair Swenson stated there are funds in the Unassigned Fund 

Balance where the grant funds were deposited and suggested these funds could be used to transfer to 

the CRF.  The Board concurred.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the transfer of $13,000 from the Unassigned Fund 
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Balance to the Meetinghouse Restoration Capital Reserve Fund to reimburse the CRF from 

grant monies received and recognized as grant monies over the last few years.  Selectman Veisel 

seconded the  motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase – aye; Chair Swenson 

– aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
 

Public Input 
None. 

 

Deputy Emergency Management Director Job Description 
The Board reviewed the draft job description.  Chair Swenson stated he has many areas of concern and 

suggested edits; he suggested they have a discussion with Fire Chief Varney as well as the proposed 

Emergency Management Deputy Director.  The Board concurred with postponing further discussion 

until the next meeting.  

 

Town Administrator’s Report 
Town Administrator Kinmond distributed for review the Board of Selectmen Consent Signature 

Manifest for the period of 8/20/2020 to 9/14/2020. 

 

Department of Public Works / Strafford Regional Planning Commission Planning Services 

Agreement – RSMS Update 
Town Administrator Kinmond stated the report was last done in 2017 and it is recommended to have a 

surface study done every three years.  It was noted the costs for this study were covered by a 

Department of Transportation grant last time.  The cost of $5,000 for an inventory / update was not 

budgeted for this year; Town Administrator Kinmond stated it was anticipated to be used from the Road 

Construction CRF.  He explained many of the issues outlined in the 2017 report have been addressed; 

the chip and crack sealing has kept in-sync with the proposed scheduled but the paving is behind.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to enter into a Planning Services Agreement with Strafford 

Regional Planning Commission for the purposes of RSMS Inventory Update and Analysis in the 

amount of $4,937.  Said expense to come from the RSMS CRF Account 01-5000-10-083.  

Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson stated for public information, on the Consent Manifest an expense of about $1,000,000 

was signed to the school district.  He stated he has not had any update regarding the estimated $2.5 

million in possible refund to school district towns.   

 

Department of Public Works Purchase Order Sullivan Tire – Grader Tires 
The Board reviewed a Purchase Order for grader tires; Town Administrator Kinmond stated this was an 

anticipated expense but it is a bit lower than estimated as the State bid was used; it will include 

mounting and balancing on-site. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve Purchase Order #2510 in the amount of $7,608 to 
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Sullivan Tire of Dover, NH for the purchase of grader tires with the said expenditure to come 

from account 01-4112-10-660.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Veisel 

– aye; Selectman Chase – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Land Swap Update – Norway Plains Survey Quote Boundary Line Adjustment 
The Board reviewed the purchase order and Scope of Work for the work to be done; when this is done, 

the attorneys can review and draft deed changes.  Selectman Chase stated she wants to confirm this 

land swap is going to be in the best interest of the Town; she stated the last discussion indicated they 

would not be able to add onto the library even with the additional land.  Town Administrator Kinmond 

stated an addition could be done but they would need variances for setbacks.  Chair Swenson stated he 

is opposed to the Town not adhering to the same rules any other property owner would have to.  Town 

Administrator Kinmond stated they could potentially use the area for additional parking without 

variances.  Chair Swenson suggested postponing a decision and formally request a position statement 

from the Library Trustees.  Selectman Veisel stated the only issues she has heard are about space 

problems but this would only address parking.  The Board concurred to postpone further action until 

Library Trustee statement was received.  

 

Property Tax Payment Update 
The Board reviewed an update on the property tax collection.  As of September 3, 2020, the uncollected 

tax rate is about 4.5% or approximately $210,000.  The delinquency rate for the first tax billing is 

historically around 2%; the annual rate is around 9%.  Chair Swenson stated he estimates the Town will 

be in the range of $600,000 - $800,000 revenue shortfall for the year.  This is close to that estimated a 

few months ago when the Board froze several expenditures for FY20. 

 

Assessing Request for Proposal Results – Review & Selection Process 
The Board reviewed a spreadsheet summary of the proposals for the 2021-2025 assessing contract 

along with the proposal packets.  

 

Chair Swenson stated he would like to meet with the top three RFP respondents.  The Board concurred.  

Chair Swenson suggested a special meeting may be needed sometime in early November after Select 

Board budget meetings.  Selectman Chase stated she would like comments on the current assessor's 

statement regarding the number of abatements annually and what are the pickup costs.  She noted when 

they had an assessing clerk they did a lot of the paperwork preparation work; Town Administrator 

Kinmond stated he is doing that now with it averaging about 10 hours per week.  He stated there is a bit 

that he isn't able to do and the current assessor handles it.  The Board agreed on the date of November 

5, 2020 at 8:30 a.m.  

 

New Business 

Halloween 2020 
Selectmen Veisel stated the Parks and Recreation Commission has discussed setting up an outdoors 

haunted trail for two nights.  The Board agreed by consensus that the Police Department will make 

decisions on the safest approach to Halloween events.  
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Electioneering on Town Property 
Chair Swenson asked if there is an RSA on this.  Town Administrator Kinmond stated there is not; the 

RSA only applies to polling locations and refers to candidates signs.  Chair Swenson stated the issue is 

if someone sets up booths at the Solid Waste Facility or Town Hall, i.e. Town property.  He stated in the 

past it has been indicated they can not do it but he's not sure there has been an official Board action to 

back that up.  The Board discussed areas where it could be allowed to avoid impeding traffic.  

Selectman Chase stated it's not something she would want to allow during COVID as they don't want to 

encourage groups of people gathering. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to prohibit any electioneering as defined by State law on any Town 

owned property.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion. Discussion: Selectman Chase stated there 

was a complaint by a resident that the flowers in front of Town buildings, which the Board asked 

people to sponsor, were sponsored by a local political party.  This resident felt this was electioneering.  

Selectman Veisel clarified the opportunity was offered to all groups and organizations in Town.  

Selectman Chase stated she would not be in favor of this motion until she has seen the State definition 

of electioneering.  Roll Call: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase – no; Chair Swenson – aye.  

Motion passed 2-0-1. 
 

Election Staff Inspectors of Elections Nomination 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to nominate Wendi Zimmermann of New Durham, New 

Hampshire as an alternate Inspector of Elections with a term to expire August 31, 2021.   

Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase –  

aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to nominate Elaine Laurie of New Durham, New Hampshire as an 

alternate Inspector of Elections with a term to expire August 31, 2021.  Selectman Veisel seconded 

the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman Veisel –aye; Selectman Chase – aye; Chair Swenson –aye.  

Motion passed 3-0-0. 
 

Building Department Permit Fee Change Request – Mechanical Permits 
Chair Swenson stated the Building Inspector is requesting to change application fee for mechanical 

permits from $25 to $50.  Chair Swenson asked Town Administrator Kinmond to go to the Planning 

Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment to ask them to look at their fees and come back with any 

suggested changes so that any Public Hearing on fee changes can be done at the same Public Hearing.  

The Board concurred with looking at all the fee changes together.  Chair Swenson suggested October 

25, 2020 for the Public Hearing.  

 

SELT Request for Nomination to Birch Ridge Community Forest Management Committee 
The Board discussed possible recommendations; Selectman Veisel suggested Mike Gelinas but doesn't 

know if he will be representing the snowmobile club.  She also suggested Mark Sullivan.  

 

Septic System Data Base 
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Mr. Quimby from the Water Quality Committee asked the Board to see if a septic system database 

could be generated.  The Board concurred it is a worthwhile project but a volunteer would be needed to 

compile the data.  Selectman Veisel suggested looking into whether grant funding may be available for 

getting the project started.  Further discussion was postponed.  

 

Employee Appreciation Luncheon 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to allow the Town Hall to close on Thursday, September 17, 

2020 at 12:00 p.m.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Selectman Chase – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Meeting of August 20, 2020 – Postponed.  

 

Meeting of August 27, 2020 – Postponed.  

 

ADJOURN  

Selectman Chase made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary 

 


