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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

September 28, 2020, 6:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting, New Durham, NH 03855 
 

Final Approved 10-14-20 

Under the emergency provisions of RSA 91A, this meeting took place electronically via Zoom. 

 

IN LIGHT OF THE COVID 19 (CORONA VIRUS) SOCIAL DISTANCING ADVICE MADE BY THE GOVERNOR AND CDC, 

THE TOWN OF NEW DURHAM NH FOLLOWING A DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY BY THE SELECT BOARD 

CHAIRPERSON, IS PROVIDING A MEETING PARTICIPATION VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE FOR YOUR SAFETY. 

 

This meeting is for members and the public to utilize the Zoom platform to prepare for future meetings and public hearings. All 

members  of  the Select  Board and  Town  Administrator  have  the  ability  to  communicate contemporaneously during this 

meeting through this platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen and, if necessary, participate in this 

meeting through dialing the following. In accordance with Governor’s Executive Order #12, pursuant to RSA 91-A: 2 

 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85991993828?pwd=Y3JIamFJVFVxdUtvN1pRS01zdHFLdz09  Meeting ID: 859 

9199 3828 Passcode: 628284; Or telephone number: 1-646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 859 9199 3828 Passcode: 628284 

 

Technical difficulties contact Town Administrator Scott Kinmond at skinmond@newdurhamnh.us or by phone at 603-556-1516. 

Assistance with Zoom application  

Note: Town of New Durham offers no security assurances to those connecting via PC to a third party software and hardware not 

configured or controlled by our IT Service provider.   

 

PRESENT 
David Swenson, Chair – via Zoom 

Cecile Chase – via Zoom 

Dorothy Veisel – via Zoom 

 

ALSO PRESENT 
Scott Kinmond, Town Administrator – via Zoom  

Cathy Orlowicz, Budget Committee / Town Historian – via Zoom  

Krista Evans, Resident – via Zoom  

David Michaels, Resident – via Zoom   

Stephanie MacKenzie, Town Clerk – via Zoom  

Donna Young, Deputy Town Clerk – via Zoom 

Celeste Chase, Parks and Recreation Director – via Zoom 

Fred Quimby, Water Quality Committee – via Zoom  

Cathy Allyn, Librarian/Meetinghouse Committee – via Zoom  

Bill Meyer, Water Quality Committee- Via Zoom 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Swenson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Chair Swenson stated that due to the State of Emergency declared by Governor Sununu and 

pursuant to Executive Order #12, the Town is authorized to meet electronically. He stated there is 

no physical location to observe this meeting.  However, in accordance with the Order it was 

confirmed that they are providing public access to the meeting by telephone, with additional 

access possibilities by video (Zoom); all members of the Board of Selectmen and Town 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85991993828?pwd=Y3JIamFJVFVxdUtvN1pRS01zdHFLdz09
mailto:skinmond@newdurhamnh.us
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Administrator have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this meeting; the 

public has access to contemporaneously listen and participate via links posted on the agenda. 

Chair Swenson confirmed the meeting was posted appropriately with access numbers. He stated 

in the event the public is unable to access the meeting, it would be adjourned and rescheduled. 

Chair Swenson stated in the event they need to go into non-public session, a separate phone 

number will be used for the Board of Selectmen members to use and they will then reenter 

nonpublic session. Chair Swenson stated all motions would be taken by roll call; roll call 

attendance was taken for those participating in the Zoom meeting.  

 

Public Input 

Cathy Orlowicz stated the New Durham Historical Society has cancelled the annual Civil War 

Encampment event for this year due to COVID.  

 

David Michaels, resident, stated he submitted an application to rebuild a crib dock but doesn’t 

see it on the Agenda.  Chair Swenson stated that would be reviewed by the Planning Board rather 

than the Board of Selectman.  Town Administrator Kinmond noted there is a Conservation 

Commission meeting tomorrow evening 9/29/2020, and that Committee needs to also review the 

applicant’s request. 

 

Agenda Review 

Chair Swenson stated the Town Clerk has notified the Board of a different retirement date; the 

Board will need to discuss filling the anticipated vacant position of Deputy Town Clerk to be 

effective mid-November.  

 

Donna Young, Deputy Town Clerk, stated she intends to help cover the duties of the Town Clerk 

when Stephanie leaves.  However, she feels there are number of unfilled positions within Town 

Hall that she will no longer be able to fill the tasks.  She asked the Board to consider filling the 

two office clerk positions so the Finance Officer and Town Administrator can effectively 

perform their duties without doing other duties; also allow for additional hours for the current 

Land Use clerk to free up other positions taking questions daily regarding land use and assessing.  

She stated she also took on the Welfare duties which she won’t be able to continue if she should 

fill the Town Clerk position.  

 

Chair Swenson clarified if Ms. Young takes the position of Town Clerk, they will be looking to 

post for filling the Deputy Town Clerk / Tax Collector position.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to appoint Donna Young of New Durham as the Town of 

New Durham Town Clerk, effective November 20, 2020, until the next election.  Selectman 

Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to post the position of Deputy Town Clerk / Tax Collector, 

a full time position, and fill on or before November 20, 2020.  Selectman Veisel seconded 

the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – 

aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
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It was agreed by consensus Ms. Young and / or Ms. MacKenzie along with Selectman Chase 

would sit on the interview panel along with TA Kinmond. 

 

2021 Budget Review 

Account 4150 Financial Administration 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $134,158 and the 2021 proposed budget is $138,059. 

The Board reviewed the proposed budget. The increase is mainly in the wage / salary line and 

insurance costs which increased by 8.55%. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to approve account 4150 Financial Administration for 

FY2021 Budget in the amount of $138,059.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 

3-0-0. 

 

Account 4152 Assessing 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $103,915 and the 2021 proposed budget is $77,414. 

The increase in 2020 was due to unique tasks done every five years with property revaluation. 
 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4152 Assessing for FY2021 Budget in 

the amount of $77,414.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase 

– aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4240 Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer  

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $48,822 and the 2021 proposed budget is $46,522. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4240 Building Inspector / Code 

Enforcement Officer for FY2021 Budget in the amount of $46,522.  Selectman Veisel 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair 

Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4411 Health Officer 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $2,391 and the 2021 proposed budget is $2,391. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4411 Health Officer for FY2021 

Budget in the amount of $2,391.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-

0. 

 

Account 4191 Planning Board 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $6,152 and the 2021 proposed budget is $4,902. The 

reduction is in the contracted amount and advertising. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4191 Planning Board for FY2021 

Budget in the amount of $4,902.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
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Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-

0. 

 

Account 4196 Insurance (P&L) 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $53,632 and the 2021 proposed budget is $58,277. 

The increase is in the property liability rates. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4196 Insurance for FY2021 Budget in 

the amount of $58,277.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase 

– aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4612 Conservation 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $1,795 and the 2021 proposed budget is $1,585.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4612 Conservation for FY2021 Budget 

in the amount of $1,585.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4711 Principle LTB 

Postponed as Chair Swenson indicated based on his understanding there are errors in the current 

budget proposal for FY21. 

 

Account 4721 Interest LTB  
Postponed as Chair Swenson indicated based on his understanding there are errors in the current 

budget proposal for FY21. 

 

Account 4722 Lease Payments 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $38,000 and the 2021 proposed budget is $38,000.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4722 Lease Payments for FY2021 

Budget in the amount of $38,000. Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-

0. 

 

It was noted that FY21 will be the last year of the lease payments for the SCBA’s. 

 

Account 4723 TAN (Tax Anticipation Note) 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $1 and the 2021 proposed budget is $1.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4723 TAN for FY2021 Budget in the 

amount of $1.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; 

Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4583 Town Historian 
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Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $200 and the 2021 proposed budget is $488. Cathy 

Orlowicz, Town Historian, stated her inventory of flags is down to 10 so the increase is to 

replenish that inventory.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4583 Town Historian for FY2021 

Budget in the amount of $488.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-

0. 

 

Account 4194 Government Buildings 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $28,938 and the 2021 proposed budget is $25,858. It 

was noted the reduction is in contracted services.  TA Kinmond asked that this be postponed 

until the next meeting as he needs to do some verification on selected line items. 

 

Account 4195 Cemeteries  

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $2,990 and the 2021 proposed budget is $2,380.  The 

reduction is in contract mowing and supplies. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4195 Cemeteries for FY2021 Budget 

in the amount of $2,380.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4550 Library  

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $132,311 and the initial 2021 proposed budget is 

$125,403.  During the discussion this was adjusted due to new information to a proposed FY21 

budget of $125,819. 

Cathy Allyn, Librarian, stated she is not in favor of this budget reduction; there will be a 

decrease in available services with this cut; it is her recommendation to add the position of 

library assistant at $15.00 per hour beginning in January.  Chair Swenson indicated 

understanding of Ms. Allyn’s position but the budget was presented by the Library Trustees. 

Chair Swenson made a motion to approve account 4550 Library for FY2021 Budget in the 

amount of $125,819.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – 

aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4520 Parks and Recreation 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $72,021 and the 2021 proposed budget is $63,696. 

The differences are in the ballfield and part time wages. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4520 Parks and Recreation for 

FY2021 Budget in the amount of $63,696.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 

3-0-0. 
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Account 4589 1772 Meetinghouse  

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $1,150 and the 2021 proposed budget is $1,750. 

Maintenance and advertising lines are up by a total of $600 over prior year. 

Ms. Allyn stated the maintenance costs are for preserving the building with tarps to cover the 

building in the event there are leaks.  She stated the advertising will be for more banners and 

signs to show people what is going to be done. 

Approval of this will be combined with the Boodey Farmstead budget also part of Account 4589. 

Account 4589 Boodey Farmstead 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $9,251 and the 2021 proposed budget is $12,415. 

Ms. Orlowicz stated the due to budget freezes they were not able to accomplish their goals set for 

2020; engineering services are being proposed for this year.  She stated the committee has 

committed to raising $4,000 to go towards the engineering services contract.  Ms. Orlowicz 

requested that money frozen in FY20 be applied to the FY21 budget.  The Board discussed the 

financial impacts to the Town and the inability to shift funds given that tax revenues are not 

recovering from the FY20 issues.  Ms. Orlowicz explained the significantly reduced fundraising 

they were able to do this year; she would like a chance to meet with the committee again before a 

final budget decision is made.  The Board concurred.  Action postponed to October 19, 2020 

meeting. 

Account 4199 Other General Government 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $9,601 and the 2021 proposed budget is $9,529. 

 

Fred Quimby explained the water testing via UNH done in the swimmable lakes and rivers in 

Townthat includes monitoring the loading levels of phosphorus and output by the fish hatchery.  

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4199 Other General Government for 

FY2021 Budget in the amount of $9,529.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-

0. 

 

Account 4153 Legal 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $15,000 and the 2021 proposed budget is $25,000. 

The Board discussed the volume of legal cases this year and potential for those continuing into 

next year.  TA Kinmond advocated for the proposed budget of $25,000 indicating he felt legal 

expenses will continue at an equal or higher level in FY21.  It is unclear whether any legal 

expenses for current cases will be recouped.  After additional discussion by the Select Board a 

compromise position was developed. 
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Chair Swenson made a motion to approve account 4153 Legal, for FY2021 Budget in the 

amount of $20,000.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – 

aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4192 Zoning Board of Adjustment  

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $1,991 and the 2021 proposed budget is $3,681. It 

was noted the increase is mainly in advertising.  Chair Swenson stated the fees collected are to 

cover advertising expenses but the amount collected does not cover the full Town costs.  Town 

Administrator Kinmond stated there is legislation effective September 17, 2020 which allows for 

postings to be done on the Town website.  He stated the same is for the Planning Board and 

recommends the budget for ZBA reflect the change as well.  From this legislative change the 

Select Board reduced the advertising line making the FY21 proposed budget of $2,081. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve Account 4192 Zoning Board of Adjustment for 

FY2021 Budget in the amount of 2,081.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-

0. 

 

Account 4441 Welfare 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $17,204 and the 2021 proposed budget is $12,215. 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated this doesn’t include a salary line; he explained there 

haven’t been a large amount of welfare requests this year although with the current economic 

climate things could change.  The Select Board revised  several line items. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4441 Welfare for FY2021 Budget in 

the amount of $16,756.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase 

– aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Account 4130 Executive 

Chair Swenson stated the 2020 budget was $214,399 and the 2021 proposed budget is $192,777.  

It was noted that in the initial FY21 proposed budget there is a reduction in hours for the Town 

Administrator.  Town Administrator Kinmond stated much of his hours are being consumed 

doing clerical work which could be done by a position at a lower rate.  He would like to work 

towards getting those clerical positions filled and the Land Use and assessing clerks get the hours 

they need.  TA Kinmond was asked to outline the number of hours / week worked and he 

indicated it is usually 50 + / - hours. 

 

The Board discussed the open positions and the employees currently covering those tasks. 

It was initially stated that the Town Hall functions were down 1.5 FTE’s.  Chair Swenson 

challenged this assumption and worked through detail on correct employee head count resulting 

in the Town Hall functions were really down only 0.75 FTE.  This is developed by the AAII 

function at 24; Welfare at 4 hours; and Assessing at 4 hours for a total of 32 hours. 
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Selectman Chase made a motion to approve account 4130 Executive for FY2021 Budget in 

the amount of $209,292.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Meeting of September 14, 2020 – Postponed. 

Meeting of August 27, 2020 – Postponed. 

Meeting of August 20, 2020 – Postponed.  

 

ADJOURN 

Selectman Chase made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman Chase – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 

3-0-0. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jennifer L. Riel 
Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary  

 


