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1772	MEETINGHOUSE	RESTORATION	COMMITTEE	

MEETING	
December	11,	2019								6:00	p.m.	
New	Durham	Public	Library	

	
Members	present:	Cathy	Allyn,	Robin	Bickford,	Clayton	Randall	
	
Others	Present:	David	Bickford	
		
Call	to	Order:	Co-chairperson	Cathy	Allyn	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	6:01	p.m.	
	
Approval	of	Minutes:	
Motion	by	Robin	Bickford	to	approve	the	minutes	of	November	18,	2019,	as	
written;	second	by	Clayton	Randall.	The	motion	carried	unanimously.	
	
Updates:	
Picnic	tables:	Cathy	said	she	thanked	the	donor	of	the	picnic	tables;	he	mentioned	
that	he	saw	people	using	them	all	of	the	time.	
	
Plowing:	Clayton	said	he	noticed	the	driveway	was	plowed,	and	wondered	if	the	
Town	had	done	it.	He	said	the	Town	did	a	good	job	of	maintaining	the	grounds	
throughout	the	summer.	
	
LCHIP	Monitoring	Report:	Cathy	said	she	submitted	the	report.	
	
Budget:	
Bob	met	with	the	Budget	Committee	on	November	21,	2019.	As	he	was	unable	to	
attend	tonight’s	meeting,	he	sent	Cathy	an	email	indicating	the	Budget	Committee	
reduced	the	committee’s	budget	lines	to	reflect	more	accurately	what	has	been	
spent	in	the	past.	He	also	noted	the	BC	reduced	the	Select	Board’s	$25,000	
contribution	to	the	Restoration	CRF.	
	 Cathy	told	the	committee	that	LCHIP	just	awarded	$150,000	to	the	Grafton	
Center	Meetinghouse,	a	1797	building	that	has	been	moved	from	its	original	
location.	Our	project	has	more	going	for	it,	since	the	building	is	pre-Revolutionary	
War,	it	stands	on	its	original	acreage,	includes	a	stone	pound	and	cemetery,	and	is	a	
Seven	to	Save	resource.	She	said	if	New	Durham	had	the	necessary	funds	in	the	CRF	
to	match	an	LCHIP	grant,	our	project	could	be	completed.	The	Grafton	Center	
Meetinghouse,	once	renovated,	will	be	available	for	community	use,	just	as	the	
committee	has	long	foreseen	for	our	building	and	grounds.	
	
New	Business:	
Cathy	said	the	Recreation	Department	wants	to	hold	a	Winter	Carnival;	she	said	she	
would	speak	to	Director	Celeste	Chasse	about	holding	a	snowshoe	race	through	the	
Meetinghouse	trails,	and	other	activities.	
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Public	Input:	
David	Bickford	said	the	Board	of	Selectmen	is	continuing	to	recommend	a	
contribution	of	$25,000	to	the	Restoration	CRF.	He	suggested	the	committee	firm	up	
the	cost	of	the	timber	frame	repair	and	roof	replacement	phase.	
	
Adjournment:	
	Motion	by	Robin	Bickford	at	6:27	p.m.	to	adjourn;	second	by	Clayton	Randall.	
The	motion	carried	unanimously.	
 
Respectfully	submitted,	
Cathy	L.	Allyn	
	


