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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

December 19, 2023, 7:00 PM 

New Durham Town Hall, New Durham, NH 03855 

 

PRESENT 

Jeff Allard, Planning Board Chair – via Zoom  

Bob Craycraft, Planning Board Vice Chair 

Marc DeCoff, Board of Selectmen Representative  

Scott Drummey, Planning Board Member  

Anne Ross-Raymond, Planning Board Member – via Zoom  

 

ALSO PRESENT 

Susan Stillwell, Land Use Assistant 

Terry Jarvis, resident – via Zoom  

David Bickford, resident  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Chair Craycraft called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. Introductions were made of the 

Board members present.  

 

AGENDA REVIEW - No changes were made to the agenda.  

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

Terry Jarvis, resident, stated she was on the Capital Improvement Planning Committee (CIPC) 

for many years and recently did research regarding RSA 674:5; she stated per the RSA, the 

Planning Board must prepare the Master Plan or the legislative body can authorize the CIPC to 

do so; she stated the 2007 and 2008 warrants do not seem to be legal and suggested the Board 

carefully consider the law to move forward. Vice Chair Craycraft stated the Board previously 

discussed putting this issue on the Town Warrant but ultimately decided against it; he suggested 

having the Interim Town Administrator look into this further.  

 

David Bickford, resident, made comments regarding developing a legal committee; he stated he 

believes it is up to the Board of Selectmen whether this is put into a warrant article. He stated he 

is concerned about a large developing being proposed and not having a lawful committee having 

developed the Master Plan. There was discussion about whether the Planning Board would take 

on the responsibility of making the recommendations and whether the Board has the time to 

devote to developing a capital improvement plan. Chair Allard stated he wants to be sure at least 

one member of the Planning Board is on the CIPC and wants to ensure the process includes 

review and comment from the Planning Board before putting it to the Budget Committee and 

Board of Selectmen for approval. Vice Chair Craycraft noted when he was first on the Board, all 

department heads came before the Planning Board but with the growth and additional needs, he 

agrees with having a subcommittee and suggested the Planning Board representative to the CIPC 
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give regular updates to the Board. Ms. Ross-Raymond agreed with a standing time for an update 

during the Planning Board Workshop meetings. She stated this will allow them to follow the 

project as it goes along. The Board agreed that a new warrant article is needed and a CIPC needs 

to be reestablished. 

  

MOTION: Motion that the Board of Selectmen should dissolve the current advisory 

Capital Improvement Planning Committee and create a new one based on the statutory 

requirements the RSA where the Planning Board does not have final review and approval. 

Motion by Mr. Drummey. Second by Ms. Ross-Raymond. Roll Call Vote: Mr. DeCoff-aye; 

Mr. Drummey-aye; Ms. Ross-Raymond-aye; Vice Chair Craycraft-aye; Chair Allard-aye. 

Motion passed 5-0-0.  

 

Ms. Jarvis submitted materials regarding the proposed changes for Article XX; she stated that the 

way the articles are currently worded creates confusion for property owners as well as herself 

and the Building Inspector. Vice Chair Craycraft asked if the concerns had been brought to the 

attention of Town Counsel. There was discussion on how the ordinances could be revised to 

avoid the confusion and conflicting ordinances. The Board agreed this would be a topic for a 

future workshop in the spring. There was also discussion about Article XX; it was agreed 

revisions are needed and the title of “nonconforming” isn’t accurate. 

 

MOTION: To strike Article XX.G. in its entirety. Motion by Mr. Drummey. Second by Mr. 

DeCoff. Roll Call Vote: Mr. DeCoff-aye; Mr. Drummey-aye; Ms. Ross-Raymond-aye; Vice 

Chair Craycraft-aye; Chair Allard-aye. Motion passed 5-0-0. 

 

NEW/OLD BUSINESS 

Proposed changes to Zoning Ordinances Articles VI and XIV Scheduled for Public Hearing 

on January 2, 2024/ Clarification of 75-foot setback for wetlands, Section XIII.B.2  

 

The Board reviewed and discussed the proposed changes. Edits were made. There was 

discussion whether there is a contradiction between Article VI and the Shoreline Overlay 

District. It was noted public hearings need to be held by the end of January and it was the 

consensus of the Board that there isn’t enough time to properly prepare and review changing the 

setback to 75 feet.  

 

HOP Grant  

 

Chair Allard stated they would be working with the Strafford Regional Planning Commission to 

help them start the revisions for the Master Plan; the deadline is July 2024. He noted a motion is 

needed for approval by the Board.  

 

MOTION: To approve the Strafford Regional Planning Commission work to update the 

Master Plan by July 31, 2024; the Town Administrator and Housing Coordinator shall 

develop a contract for the Planning Board to approve. Motion by Vice Chair Craycraft. 
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Second by Mr. Drummey. Roll Call Vote: Mr. DeCoff-aye; Mr. Drummey-aye; Ms. Ross-

Raymond-aye; Vice Chair Craycraft-aye; Chair Allard-aye. Motion passed 5-0-0. 

 

Bruce Mayberry’s Impact Fee Report of 2017 for Infrastructure  

Solar Ordinances  

The Board reviewed the report from Mr. Mayberry. Chair Allard stated the Planning Board has 

been asked to review impact fees but that brings up a lot of questions; there was discussion about 

what the collected impact fees can be used for. He suggested this and the cell tower discussions 

be tabled for next year’s schedule for further discussion as they don’t have time to fully address 

before the warrant articles need to be completed.  

 

Mail & Correspondence:   

 

The Board reviewed the following correspondence:  

 

October 26, 2023, Letter from NHMA re: Changes to Plans  

November 22, 2023, Letter from Building Inspector  

November 30, 2023, Letter from ZBA 

 

Chair Allard left the meeting at 9:41 PM.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

November 21, 2023- No edits were made. MOTION: To approve the minutes as presented. 

Motion by Mr. DeCoff. Second by Mr. Drummey. Roll Call Vote: Mr. DeCoff-aye; Mr. 

Drummey-aye; Ms. Ross-Raymond-aye; Vice Chair Craycraft-aye. Motion passed 4-0-0. 

 

December 5, 2023- Edits were made. MOTION: To approve the minutes as amended. Motion 

by Mr. DeCoff. Second by Mr. Drummey. Roll Call Vote: Mr. DeCoff-aye; Mr. Drummey-

aye; Ms. Ross-Raymond-aye; Vice Chair Craycraft-aye. Motion passed 4-0-0. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS: Business Meeting – January 2, 2024 

Workshop Meeting – January 16, 2024 

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting. Motion by Mr. DeCoff. Second by Mr. Drummey. Roll 

Call Vote: Mr. DeCoff-aye; Mr. Drummey-aye; Ms. Ross-Raymond-aye; Vice Chair 

Craycraft-aye. Motion passed 4-0-0. 
  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 PM.    
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jennifer Riel 
Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary 


