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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

February 22, 2021, 6:00 P.M. 

Virtual Meeting, New Durham, NH 03855 
 

Final Approved 03-08-21 

 
In accordance with Governor’s Executive Order #12, pursuant to RSA 91-A: 2; Attendees log into join Zoom meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81921177457?pwd=S1U5UzNBOGhZUGdGR1J2Z2gvaUdrUT09; Meeting ID: 819 2117 7457 

Passcode: 275696; Or via telephone number: 1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 819 2117 7457 Passcode: 275696; 

 

Technical difficulties contact Town Administrator Scott Kinmond at skinmond@newdurhamnh.us or by phone at 603-556-1516. 

Note: Town of New Durham offers no security assurances to those connecting via PC to a third party software and hardware not 

configured or controlled by our IT Service provider. 

 

PRESENT 
David Swenson, Chair, Board of Selectman via Zoom 

Cecile Chase – Board of Selectman via Zoom 

Dorothy Veisel – Board of Selectman via Zoom 

 

ALSO PRESENT 
Scott Kinmond, Town Administrator via Zoom 

Cathy Orlowicz, Resident via Zoom  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Swenson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Chair Swenson stated that due to the State of Emergency declared by Governor Sununu and 

pursuant to Executive Order #12, 2020-04, the Town is authorized to meet electronically. He 

stated there is no physical location to observe this meeting.  However, in accordance with the 

Order, it was confirmed that they are providing public access to the meeting by telephone, with 

additional access possibilities by video (Zoom); all members of the Board of Selectmen and 

Town Administrator have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this meeting; 

the public has access to contemporaneously listen and participate via links posted on the agenda.  

Chair Swenson confirmed the meeting was posted appropriately with access numbers.  He stated 

in the event the public is unable to access the meeting it would be adjourned and rescheduled.  

Chair Swenson stated in the event they need to go into non-public session a separate phone 

number will be used for the Board of Selectmen members to use and they will then enter 

nonpublic session.  Chair Swenson stated all motions would be taken by roll call vote; roll call 

attendance was taken for those participating in the Zoom meeting.  

 

Appointments/Announcements  

Chair Swenson stated they have received formal notice that Town Administrator Kinmond would 

be separating from his employment with the Town of New Durham and also noting a public 

announcement has been made on the Town website.  

 

AGENDA REVIEW 
Chair Swenson added under New Business: Correction of Tax Warrant Data Entry Information 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81921177457?pwd=S1U5UzNBOGhZUGdGR1J2Z2gvaUdrUT09
mailto:skinmond@newdurhamnh.us
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

Town Administrator’s Report 

Town Administrator Kinmond distributed the Consent Signature Manifest for review by the 

Board. 

 

Department of Public Works – Request for Paving Contract Extension for 2021 R&D 

Paving Inc. 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated he and Don Vachon met with the owner of R&D Paving, 

Inc., and reviewed the scope of work for 2021, contingent on Town voting and election approval. 

He stated the scope of work included the Birch Hill Road project, paving on South Shore Road, 

etc.; it was agreed the company would hold the contract price from 2019 contingent on the 

asphalt escalator which is part of the contract.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the 2019 paving contract extension for year 

three to R&D Paving, Inc., of Franklin, NH.  Said contract amount not to exceed 

$504,565.05 and subject to final approval of funding on March 09, 2021.  Selectman Veisel 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair 

Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Town Administrator Kinmond noted this contract does not include the asphalt chip seal.  

 

Meetinghouse Restoration Project – Past Due Invoice (2012) Preservation Timber 

Framing Inc. 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated the committee is working on putting together a report and 

apply for a grant through L-CHIP to update the timber framing part of the structure; they are 

looking to solicit through various companies including the Preservation Timber Framing, Inc.  

During that process Bob Bickford discovered an unpaid invoice.  Town Administrator Kinmond 

presented a summary of the research of the project back to 2012 and it seems this invoice was 

never presented for payment to the Town along with sketches outlining the timber work to be 

done. 

 

Chair Swenson stated there have been instances where a company has chosen to do things at a 

loss or for free  and this may be the case here. Selectman Chase noted that situation would be 

contingent on future work and not paying this invoice may dissuade the contractor from bidding 

on future work; she asked how the invoice came up nine years later.  Town Administrator 

Kinmond explained Mr. Bickford learned of the invoice when going through the grant research 

process.  It is a possibility that the contractor is not interested in future work at this time.  It was 

clarified there was not a purchase order or a contract with the contractor at that time for the work 

performed.  One member of the group involved with the Meetinghouse at that time felt that the 

contractor did the work with the hopes of being able to garner a purchase order for future work. 

 

Ms. Orlowicz stated the other preservation project in Town has successfully worked with this 

contractor and could potentially benefit from maintaining a positive relationship.  She stated 
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back in 2012 it wasn’t always clear how committees were to proceed when engaging contracts 

and there was little guidance as to the bid process.   

 

Selectman Chase stated she believes the Town should pay the debt, regardless of whether proper 

contract procedures were in place at the time.  It was confirmed the report from the work done 

was received.  Chair Swenson confirmed there was no notice of the invoice or purchase 

agreement in prior meeting minutes.  It was clarified the committee indicates they did not ask for 

the assessment / report.  The Board discussed the situation and whether the invoice should be 

paid at this point.  Selectman Veisel suggested the Town not do business again with this vendor.  

Chair Swenson stated he would not be able to vote in favor of approving this invoice. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to authorize the payment of $1,550 to Preservation 

Timber Framing Inc. of Berwick, Maine for the assessment, photo documentation, and 

production of conditions report, creation of estimate and task list,  and creation of drawing.  

Said expense to come 1772 Meetinghouse Restoration CRF account 01-5000-10-078.  

Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Discussion: Chair Swenson noted this is for invoice 

#402, dated 09/12/2012; there is no purchase order with the Town.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – no. Motion passed, 2-1-0. 

 

Meet the Candidates Night 
Town Administrator Kinmond stated the Library will be hosting a Meet the Candidates Night on 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 7:00PM; it will be presented via Zoom with access information on 

the Town’s website.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Department of Public Works Posting – Open Position 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated there is a position open for Light Equipment Operator; two 

applications have been received, with one being very qualified with experience.  He stated he 

will be setting up interviews for Thursday afternoon.  

 

Drive Thru Elections – Select Board Coverage & Pro Tem Appointments 

Chair Swenson stated the elections will be held March 9, 2021 at 6 Tash Road via Drive-Thru 

voting process. This location is the Department of Public Works facility.  Town Administrator 

Kinmond stated a dry-run was done for the process and the weather forecast is looking good 

going forward.  He stated they plan to have everything set up a couple days before.  It was noted 

the Moderator has requested all Board members be present on Election Day.  However, the 

coverage will be by either Board member or the Board member’s designee per state law. 

 

Supplemental Tax Warrant 

The Board reviewed the Supplemental Tax Warrant as presented.  It was noted this is due mainly 

to data entry errors with tax cards, etc.   Town Administrator Kinmond explained these errors 

came through the tax assessing software with some properties not being taxed or inadvertently 

being left as exempt. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to approve the supplemental property tax warrant for Map 

206, Lot 010 in the amount of $4,017.44 per the information provided by the assessor and 
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Town Administrator in the memo dated February 22, 2021.  Selectman Chase seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – 

aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to approve the supplemental property tax warrant for Map 

242, Lot 001 in the amount of $1,421.30 per the information provided by the assessor and 

Town Administrator in the memo dated February 22, 2021.  Selectman Chase seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – 

aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Annual Town Report Update 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated the report was submitted to the printer and it is in process; 

the due date to have an electronic and print copy is Tuesday, March 2 which will be seven days 

before the Town elections.  He stated typically they print about 700 copies but this year they will 

have about half printed and it will also be available on the Town website although additional 

copies can be printed if needed. 

 

State Education Donor Town Consortium – New Durham Participation 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated that everyone he has talked with so far has indicated the 

difficulty with towns like New Durham is the impact or benefits cannot be exactly determined at 

this point.  He explained the formula which makes the Town right on the cusp of being a donor 

town.  Based on the information currently available the Board concurred with moving forward 

with the consortium, with the understanding the cost share would not exceed $999. 

 

Chair Swenson outlined three proposed legislation pieces regarding virtual meetings, carrying of 

firearms by local officials and penalties for officials transferring funds to an account with a zero 

line item.  He stated some these bills want to put into statute the actions from executive orders 

but others seem punitive to elected officials.  The Board reviewed a summary provided by the 

New Hampshire Municipal Association. 

 

Town Administrator Position Recruitment Posting 

Chair Swenson stated they are in the process of creating an interview panel for the Town 

Administrator position as Town Administrator Kinmond will be departing in early April.  He 

stated this panel would be comprised of two Town residents, a Board of Selectman 

representative, a New Durham Town employee representative and an outside Town 

Administrator.  The individuals who have agreed to serve include: Mark Sullivan, Russ Weldon, 

Donna Young – Town Clerk, Bill Herman, Town Administrator of Auburn and Chair Swenson 

as the Select Board representative.  The initial meeting will be scheduled for the second week of 

March followed by interviews.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Meeting of January 25, 2021 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
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Meeting of February 1, 2021 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meeting of February 4, 2021 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meeting of February 8, 2021 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meeting of February 10, 2021 – Edits were made.  Selectman Veisel made a motion to 

approve the minutes as amended.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meeting of February 12, 2021 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to 

approve the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91:A-3 II (a) 

The dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such 

employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected 

(1) has a right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in which case the 

request shall be granted; (b) The hiring of any person as a public employee; (c) Matters 

which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person, other 

than a member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an open meeting. This 

exemption shall extend to any application for assistance or tax abatement or waiver of a fee, 

fine, or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of the applicant; (e) Consideration or 

negotiation of pending claims or litigation which has been threatened in writing or filed by or 

against the public body or any subdivision thereof, or by or against any member thereof 

because of his or her membership in such public body, until the claim or litigation has been 

fully adjudicated or otherwise settled. Any application filed for tax abatement, pursuant to law, 

with any body or board shall not constitute a threatened or filed litigation against any public 

body for the purposes of this subparagraph.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call Vote: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion 

passed 3-0-0. 

 

The Board entered nonpublic session at 7:31 p.m. 

 

The Board reentered public session at 8:08 p.m. 

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to seal the nonpublic minutes of February 22, 2021 for 

reasons that it may adversely affect the reputation of one other than the Board.  Selectman 

Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
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ADJOURN 

Chair Swenson made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call Vote: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion 

passed 3-0-0. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jennifer L. Riel 
Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary 

 


