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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

November 9, 2020, 6:00 P.M. 

Virtual Meeting, New Durham, NH 03855 

 

Final Approved 12-28-20 
Under the emergency provisions of RSA 91A, this meeting took place electronically via Zoom.   

IN LIGHT OF THE COVID 19 (CORONA VIRUS) SOCIAL DISTANCING ADVICE MADE BY THE GOVERNOR AND CDC, THE TOWN OF 

NEW DURHAM NH FOLLOWING A DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY BY THE PLANNING BOARD CHAIRPERSON, IS PROVIDING A 

MEETING PARTICIPATION VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE FOR YOUR SAFETY. 

This meeting is for members and the public to utilize the Zoom platform to prepare for future meetings and public hearings. All 

members of the Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this 

meeting through this platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen and, if necessary, participate in this 

meeting through dialing the following. In accordance with Governor’s Executive Order #12, pursuant to RSA 91-A: 2 

In accordance with Governor’s Executive Order #12, pursuant to RSA 91-A: 2; Attendees log into: Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84623490980?pwd=NGtMM2lZcnZ6LzBXZUMrbmsvdzhsZz09; Meeting ID: 846 2349 0980 Passcode: 

251736 Or via telephone number:  1-646-558-8656 Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 846 2349 0980 Passcode: 251736 

Technical difficulties contact Town Administrator Scott Kinmond at skinmond@newdurhamnh.us or by phone at 603-556-1516. 
Note: The Town of New Durham offers no security assurances to those connecting via PC to a third party software and hardware 

not configured or controlled by our IT Service provider. 
 

PRESENT 
David Swenson, Chair, Board of Selectman via Zoom 

Cecile Chase – Board of Selectman via Zoom 

Dorothy Veisel – Board of Selectman via Zoom 

 

ALSO PRESENT 
Scott Kinmond, Town Administrator via Zoom 

David Bickford, resident via Zoom 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Swenson stated the meeting was opened at 6:00 p.m. and immediately went into nonpublic 

session pursuant to RSA 91:A III a, b, c, e.  

The Board reentered public session at 7:08 p.m. 

Chair Swenson stated that due to the State of Emergency declared by Governor Sununu and 

pursuant to Executive Order #12, the Town is authorized to meet electronically.  He stated there 

is no physical location to observe this meeting.  However, in accordance with the Order, it was 

confirmed that they are providing public access to the meeting by telephone with additional 

access possibilities by video (Zoom); all members of the Board of Selectmen and Town 

Administrator have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this meeting; the 

public has access to contemporaneously listen and participate via links posted on the agenda.  

Chair Swenson confirmed the meeting was posted appropriately with access numbers.  He stated 

in the event the public is unable to access the meeting it would be adjourned and rescheduled.  

Chair Swenson stated in the event they need to go into non-public session a separate phone 

number for the Board of Selectmen members will be used and they will then reenter nonpublic 

session.  Chair Swenson stated all motions would be taken by roll call; roll call attendance was 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84623490980?pwd=NGtMM2lZcnZ6LzBXZUMrbmsvdzhsZz09
mailto:skinmond@newdurhamnh.us
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taken for those participating in the Zoom meeting.  

 

Chair Swenson made a motion to seal the minutes of the non-public session of the meeting 

of November 9, 2020 for reasons that it may affect adversely the reputation of one other 

than the Board.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; 

Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 Land Use, Code Enforcement, and DPW Fees  

Chair Swenson read the Public Hearing Notice into the record. 

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:12 p.m. 

Chair Swenson stated that after the Board’s review of the current fee schedule it was determined 

the fees collected did not cover Town costs and the recommended changes reflect that. 

Chair Swenson opened the Public Hearing to input from the public. No public input was made. 

No additional comments were received from the Board of Selectmen. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:13 p.m. 

Selectman Chase made a motion to approve the fee schedule as presented at the November 

9, 2020 Public Hearing.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Selectman Chase made a motion to make the fee schedule effective January 1, 2021.  

Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel 

– aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Restoration of Involuntarily Merged Lots (RSA 674:39-aa) – Map 210, Lot 024 

The Board reviewed the application for reversing the involuntarily merged lots.  Town 

Administrator Kinmond confirmed this was reviewed by the contract assessor; research of files 

from the 1990’s indicate it was not a voluntary merger and was, in fact, involuntary. This is 

confirmed in deeds which speak to two individual lots. 

Selectman Chase made a motion to authorize the restoration of involuntarily merged lots of 

tax Map 21, Lot 024 and restoration of Lot 073 and 093 in accordance with the deed of 

record in Strafford County Registry of Deeds, Book 4174, Page 597 and recorded 

10/16/2013.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; 

Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Acceptance and Acknowledgement of State of New Hampshire Municipal Aid  
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The Board acknowledged receipt of the state aid in the amount of $39,440.28, and reviewed a 

memo from New Hampshire Municipal Association regarding funding which was reallocated to 

communities starting in 2019.  He stated the amount was less than anticipated but that was the 

same case for many other communities. 

APPOINTMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None. 

PUBLIC INPUT 

David Bickford, resident, stated Chair Swenson sold his property at 66 South Shore Road and 

asked where he is domiciled.  Chair Swenson stated he is renting a property on Cedergren Road, 

New Durham, NH. 

Mr. Bickford stated there is an authorization for a tax anticipation note and asked Selectman 

Chase for whom she works.  Selectman Chase replied that she does not work for Meredith 

Village Savings Bank which is the Town’s banking service vendor.  Chair Swenson stated Mr. 

Bickford’s question is not relevant unless the Town was going to seek a TAN at an institution 

which employs an elected official.  Selectman Chase clarified she is not in any way in charge of 

commercial accounts or lending. In response to Mr. Bickford’s questions / concerns, Chair 

Swenson noted that the Town is fortunate that individuals such as Selectman Chase contribute 

their time and experience to provide needed expertise on various Town issues. 

Selectman Veisel stated she wants to recognize and thank Celeste Chasse for the wonderful job 

she did on the Halloween celebration and haunted trail which was very well attended.  She stated 

the trunk-or-treat was also well attended.  The Board concurred in commending Ms. Chasse for 

this well-planned Halloween event. 

AGENDA REVIEW 

No changes were made to the Agenda. 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

The Board reviewed the Select Board Consent Signature Manifest for dates 10/27/20 to 11/9/20. 

 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2021 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated he was notified by the Strafford Regional Planning 

Commission (SRPC) that the Town’s Hazard Mitigation Plan is due for an update in 2021.  He 

stated the SRPC is willing to assist the Town in this update and provided a link to resources to 

apply for the NH Homeland Security Emergency Management Grant funding.  TA Kinmond 

stated he applied for the grant and asked SRPC to provide a proposal upon acceptance of the 

grant award.  He stated the Emergency Management CRF may be able to be used for this 

purpose. 

Update on 2020 Revaluation, Tax Rate, and Second Tax Billing 

Town Administrator Kinmond stated that Contract Assessor Earls had previously indicated that 

due to COVID-19 he is delayed in his work of the revaluation but that work has now been 

completed for property values in the Town and notices will be going out to property owners.  He 
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stated it was found some data points which were not added and updated in the assessing software 

but should be completed this week.  Hearings will be scheduled for after Thanksgiving.  It will 

be a couple more weeks after that before a tax rate would be set.  The Board indicated their 

position that it was not COVID-19 which caused the Contract Assessor to be late in his 

revaluation work but unacceptable factors in the Contract Assessor’s work schedule and 

performance including loss of Contract Assessor’s employees that caused revaluation schedules 

to slip. 

Chair Swenson stated the Board needs to make a decision whether they will move forward 

concurrently with having NH Department of Revenue Administration set the tax rate or wait 

until the hearings by the Contract Assessor are concluded.  Selectman Chase stated the TAN is 

going to be inevitable either way and suggested holding off on sending the tax bills until after the 

hearings were complete.  She also suggested to send out notices to taxpayers to make early 

payments if they wish to have them occur in 2020.  Selectman Veisel stated she would be in 

favor of getting tax bills out as soon as possible.  Chair Swenson stated he would be in favor of 

getting an earlier cash flow but all the information will be not available until after the hearings; 

he stated the shorter period of time with the TAN resulting in lower total interest costs to 

taxpayers as reasons to consider tax billing before all hearings are complete.  On the side of the 

argument to wait for all hearings to be complete is the fact that the Contract Assessor has the 

ability to make changes in his errors of revaluation, reduced work load for Town Hall staff in 

terms of fewer corrective entries, and fewer formal abatement processes needed by the Select 

Board.  However, it was confirmed abatements will still take place.  Chair Swenson stated there 

is not an exact number of valuation increase but approximately average around the 30% range. It 

should be noted there should be a closely corresponding reduction in the tax rate to offset a large 

part of the increased valuation. 

Chair Swenson made a motion to send the tax billing at the earliest possible time once the 

reevaluation has been completed and the appropriate forms submitted to DRA and DRA 

officially sets the tax rate; the Board of Selectmen will meet prior to the mailing to 

determine whatever additional tax rate adjustments need to be made.  Selectman Veisel 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – no; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair 

Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 2-1-0. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Authorization To Obtain Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) 

Chair Swenson stated the Town anticipates bills due in December 2020 to the school and county 

totaling $1.5 - $1.75 million for which the Town may need to obtain a Tax Anticipation Note.  

Selectman Chase stated it is unfortunate but given the circumstances the Town does not have a 

choice as by NH law these bills have to be paid on time. 

Chair Swenson made a motion to authorize the Tax Anticipation Note from Meredith 

Village Savings Bank in the amount of up to $2,000,000 at a rate not greater than 2.54% 

for a lending period of up to 90 days.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Discussion: 

Chair Swenson clarified the note would not be for more than the amount that is actually needed 
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and would be paid back as soon as possible rather than waiting until the end of the term.  Roll 

Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 

3-0-0. 

Assessing Services 2021 – 2025 Discussion  

Chair Swenson stated interviews were held November 5, 2020 for those firms deem most 

qualified and responding to the subject RFP. Selectman Veisel stated it was a good cross-section 

of the companies.  

Chair Swenson stated the three companies were MRI at $38,100 for the first year; Granite Hill 

Municipal Services, $27,750 and the Whitney Consulting Group for $35,215.  

The Board discussed the differences between the companies and services offered.  It was noted 

that Granite Hill costs did not include the full services requested from the RFP as revaluation 

services were not included. 

Chair Swenson made a motion to enter into an assessing services contract with Whitney 

Consulting Group of Salem, NH for the period of January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2025 

with said terms and services to be ratified with the assessing services contractor and 

approved by NH DRA, in the amount of $35,215 annually and any other services as deemed 

necessary by the Board of Selectmen.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

Solid Waste Facilities Supervisor – Interview 

Chair Swenson stated they need a Board of Selectmen representative to sit on the interview 

board. By Board consensus Selectman Veisel will do so. 

Committee Nominations  

Selectman Chase made a motion to nominate Casey Buell as a member of the New Durham 

Water Quality and Milfoil Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.   Selectman 

Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; 

Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

Selectman Chase made a motion to nominate Heather Freeman for the 1772 Meetinghouse 

Restoration Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.  Selectman Veisel seconded 

the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – 

aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

Chair Swenson made a motion to recommend the appointment of Russ Weldon to be the 

New Durham representative to Southeast Land Trust Birch Ridge Community Forest 

Committee with a term to expire March 31, 2023.  Selectman Chase seconded the motion.  

Roll Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion 

passed 3-0-0. 

It was noted by the Board that the term length is really the purview of Southeast Land Trust 

Birch Ridge Community Forest Committee. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

FY 2021 Budget Accounts 

Chair Swenson stated the Budget Committee continued their review the 2021 Budget at their 

meeting last week and aligned with the Board of Selectmen recommendations except for a 

couple accounts.  The Budget Committee suggested that given the difficulties with overall 

revenue receipts and projected continued FY21 revenue shortfalls that any training would be 

encouraged to continue but to hold off on approval of attendance to conferences.  The Board 

concurred with reviewing these at the end of the Budget Committee’s budget review process. 

2021 Budget CRF / ETF’s and Capital Outlay – Road Construction – Postponed.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Meeting of October 8, 2020 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meeting of October 14, 2020 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chsae made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meeting of October 19, 2020 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Meeting of October 26, 2020 – Edits were made.  Selectman Chase made a motion to approve 

the minutes as amended. Selectman Veisel seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Selectman 

Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

NEXT MEETING  

November 16, 2020 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

ADJOURN 

Chair Swenson made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Veisel seconded the motion. Roll 

Call: Selectman Chase – aye; Selectman Veisel – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 

3-0-0. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jennifer L. Riel 
Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary  

 


