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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM 1 

Board of Selectmen  2 
August 22, 2023, 3:30 P.M. 3 

New Durham Town Hall, New Durham, NH 03855 4 

 5 
Disclaimer: If technology fails, the meeting physically occurring will continue at the location 6 

above. Town of New Durham offers no security assurances to those connecting via PC to a third 7 
party software and hardware not configured or controlled by our IT Service provider. 8 

 9 

PRESENT 10 
David Swenson, Select Board Chair 11 
Dorothy Veisel, Select Board Vice Chair 12 
Marc DeCoff, Select Board Member  13 
 14 

ALSO PRESENT 15 

Kathleen Blaney, Finance Manager  16 
Bob Bickford, 1772 Meetinghouse Restoration Committee 17 

Jonathan Halle, architect – via Zoom  18 
Judy Purington  19 
Alicia Housel, Town Clerk 20 
Shawn Bernier, Police Chief  21 

Cathy Orlowicz, Resident  22 
Linda Callaway, Resident  23 

Katrin Kasper, Clean Energy NH 24 
Ken Fanjoy, Resident  25 
Greg Anthes, Resident 26 

Cecile Chase, Resident  27 
David Bickford, Resident  28 

 29 
CALL TO ORDER 30 

Chair Swenson called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  31 
 32 
AGENDA REVIEW 33 
 34 

No changes were made to the Agenda.  35 
 36 
MOTION: To enter nonpublic session pursuant to RS 91:A-3II, (a) The dismissal, 37 
promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee, or 38 
the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected (1) has a 39 

right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in which case the request shall be 40 
granted;  (c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation 41 
of any person, other than a member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an 42 

open meeting. This exemption shall extend to any application for assistance or tax abatement 43 
or waiver of a fee, fine, or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of the applicant; (l) 44 
Consideration of legal advice provided by legal counsel, either in writing or orally, to one or 45 
more members of the public body, even where legal counsel is not present. Motion by Chair 46 

Swenson. Second by Ms. Veisel. Roll Call Vote: Selectman Veisel -aye; Selectman DeCoff-47 
aye; Chair Swenson-aye. Motion passed 3-0-0. 48 
 49 

The Board entered non-public session at 3:31 p.m.  50 
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 51 

The Board reentered public session at 4:00 p.m. 52 
 53 
MOTION: To seal the minutes of the non-public first session of August 23, 2023 for 54 

reasons it may adversely affect the reputation of one other than the Board.  Motion by 55 
Chair Swenson.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 56 
 57 
Chair Swenson reopened the public meeting at 4:00 p.m. 58 
 59 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  60 
 61 
PUBLIC INPUT 62 
Greg Anthes, resident, made comments regarding his concerns about ongoing issues with the 63 
1772 Meetinghouse Restoration project and the fact that the committee wants to make the 64 

structure a community use building; he stated that in his opinion it could destroy the historic 65 

nature of the site.  66 
 67 

Rudy Rosiello, resident, gave comments about the archives on the Town website; he stated there 68 
does not seem to be transparency due to the lack of proper posting of notices and minutes.  He 69 
stated he also researched school district records and suggested the Town looks at how the 70 
documents are handled and made public.  71 

 72 
Announcements 73 

Chair Swenson stated information was received by the Board from State Representative Mike 74 
Harrington regarding new legislation and Mr. Harrington asked the Board for input on the issue.  75 
 76 

Vice Chair Veisel gave a  statement in response to harassment allegations made, indicating an 77 
investigation was done with findings that exonerated Chair Swenson.  78 

 79 
MOTION: To lift the interim restriction on Chair Swenson, effective today, which limited 80 

his communication with the Town Administrator by written communication through the 81 
Administrative Assistant.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Selectman DeCoff.  82 
Motion passed 2-0-1 (Chair Swenson abstained).  83 
 84 

MOTION: To transfer all investigative charges in the amount of $16,115 to Account 4130 85 
rather than into the legal cost account   Motion by Vicw Chair Veisel.  Second by 86 
Selectman DeCoff.  Motion passed 2-0-1 (Chair Swenson abstained). 87 
 88 
Selectman DeCoff stated the report is digital and will be made public after Chair Swenson and 89 

the Town Administrator have had the opportunity to review the report.  90 
  91 
NEW BUSINESS 92 

Warren Street Architectural Firm Meetinghouse Restoration Project – Jonathan Halle  93 

Bob Bickford, 1772 Meetinghouse Restoration Committee, stated the Committee is currently 94 
working on a grant application which would provide funding for the project through Phase 4; he 95 
stated in order to create a budget for the grant, they need conceptual drawings which can be done 96 
by Mr. Halle.  97 

Mr. Halle stated his firm has done a number of historic projects over the last thirty years.  The 98 

cost is unclear until there is a scope of work; if the building is on the historic register there is a 99 
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process that has to be followed after the drawings are done.  There was discussion about the 100 

details of approval from the Secretary of State and Department of Interior. 101 

 102 

After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to proceed with obtaining a proposal from 103 
Mr. Halle.  104 

 105 

As part of the Meetinghouse project it was noted that an interpretive display to explain the 106 

Meetinghouse history be on display after renovation is completed. 107 

 108 

Meetinghouse Commemorative Stones Invoice  109 

The Board reviewed a purchase order for commemorative stones.  Chair Swenson asked for 110 
confirmation whether the maintenance of those stones would be in perpetuity.  Mr. Bickford 111 

stated he will look into that and report back to the Board.  112 

 113 

MOTION: To approve the purchase of the 6” by 12” by 4” granite stones for the 114 

Meetinghouse from Vermont Stone Sculpture for a total of $1,000 with the understanding a 115 
Purchase Order will be issued with funds to come from the newly established 1772 116 

Meetinghouse Donation ETF.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  117 
Motion passed 3-0-0.  118 

 119 

Library Roofing Cost Estimate – Judy Purington 120 

The Board reviewed and discussed the proposals for roof replacement and necessary repairs. It 121 
was confirmed the work could be completed before winter. Quotes from New England Roofing 122 
and Jabbert Contracting were reviewed. 123 

 124 

Speed Board & Placement (ARPA Fund Usage) – Police Chief Bernier  125 

The Board reviewed a quote for the purpose of a speed board.  Chief Bernier explained how the 126 

product is used, where these could be placed, noting it is solar powered.  He explained there are 127 
some residents in the Merrymeeting Lake area who would like the speed limits reduced from 25 128 
to 20 around the lake.  However, he cannot find information to indicate that is allowed.  There 129 
was discussion about adding speed humps to slow traffic in the area of the Town beach. 130 

Chair Swenson stated there are ARPA funds available which can be utilized for public safety 131 
needs.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to try the units in the Merrymeeting 132 
Lake area.  It was also agreed to have Chief Bernier research costs for units which are mobile 133 

and units that have flashing lights.  134 

 135 

Chief Bernier presented information obtained through research of speed ordinances for review by 136 

the Board.  He also gave his recommendations for changing limits in different areas.  The Select 137 
Board, by consensus, indicated it will review these recommendations and act on them in a future 138 

meeting.  139 

 140 

Discussion of Energy Committee – Katrin Kasper, Clean Energy NH  141 

Ms. Kasper gave an overview of the services provided by Clean Energy NH; she stated they 142 
work with municipalities to find funding for projects as well as looking at ways to improve 143 
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energy efficiency for the town.  Ms. Kasper stated she will forward additional literature as well 144 

as a portfolio for review and discussion by the Board. It was noted that is would cost $250 to 145 
become a member of Clean Eneergy NH. 146 

 147 

Zechariah Boodey Farmstead Committee – Revisit Gravel Purchase  148 

Ms. Orlowicz, Chair of the Zachariah Boodey Farmstead Committee, stated the Board approved 149 
a gravel purchase at the meeting of May 9, 2023; she explained since that time she has not been 150 
able to get a response from the company which was awarded the bid.  She contacted other 151 
contractors for gravel materials and only Greymont was able to supply the gravel.  The Board 152 

reviewed the purchase order.  153 

 154 

MOTION: To rescind prior approval for gravel and to award the bid to Greymont Earth 155 
Materials with a cost not to exceed $15,000 with the funds to come from the Boodey 156 

Farmstead Charitable Checking account.  Motion by Selectman DeCoff.  Second by Vice 157 
Chair Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0.  158 

 159 

Ms. Orlowicz presented a contract with Iron Will Contracting for the installation of the septic 160 
system for review by the Board.  161 

 162 

Joint Select Board / Budget Committee Meeting FY24 Budget Update  163 

Chair Swenson stated he presented the concepts discussed by the Board to the Budget Committee 164 
and there were no changes.  He stated department head reports are due to Ms. Blaney by the end 165 
of September and asked that her report be to the Board as soon as possible after that.  166 

 167 

Public Facilities Building Site Committee Final Report  168 

The report from the subcommittee was distributed and reviewed by the Board.  Selectman 169 

DeCoff read the report into the record.  170 

 171 

Chair Swenson stated the original charge for the subcommittee was to look at all the properties 172 
previously identified as being potentially suitable and report back with the top two 173 
recommendations; he stated the two recommendations require acquisition of the property which 174 

there is not currently enough funds in the Land Acquisition CRF. 175 

 176 

CRF / ETF Request  177 

Chair Swenson explained the creation of ETFs and CRFs were approved by voters in March; 178 

subsequently funds were transferred from the old CRF to the General Fund and it was the 179 
consensus of the Board that those funds need to go back to the respective trust funds / CRFs / 180 

ETFs as soon as possible.  Ms. Blaney stated they will be setting up a meeting with the Trustee 181 
of the Trust Funds in September and plans to have the transfers corrected soon.  The Board 182 

reviewed the summary of accounts.  It was the consensus that transfers were done but there 183 
needs to be documentation for verification.  184 

 185 

Voting Booths and Poll Pads – Alicia Housel, Town Clerk  186 
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Chair Swenson stated this discussion is a follow up to a previous discussion as well as a meeting 187 

in which the various machines were reviewed by the Board, Town Moderator and Town Clerk. 188 
He stated there are a large number of elections coming in 2024 and the Town is in need of 189 
various upgrades to provide the needed election services.  Ms. Housel explained the different 190 

voting booth options; noting the capability for the machines to be used at sitting or standing 191 
levels.  She stated the machines can be moved and utilized as space allows.  The quote presented 192 
for review is for six stations which equals 24 booths and will meet the presidential election 193 
requirements.  Chair Swenson asked what is done with old machines.  Ms. Housel stated many 194 
towns put them out for donation for towns in need.  195 

 196 

MOTION: To approve the purchase of six Franklin 4 station booths and six booth curtains 197 

from Inclusion Solutions in the amount of $8,089.18 with the source of funding to be 198 
determined at the next Board of Selectmen meeting.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by 199 
Selectman DeCoff.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 200 

 201 

Ms. Housel explained they also need approval from the New Hampshire Secretary of State for 202 
the purchase of the electronic polling pads; she explained these will be used for checking in 203 
voters; it will speed up the process and reduce errors.  204 

 205 

MOTION: To approve the application to the New Hampshire Secretary of State for New 206 

Durham to use up to three polling pads per the information provided to the Board of 207 
Selectmen on August 22, 2023.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  208 

Motion passed 3-0-0. 209 

 210 

Tax Credit / Exemptions  211 
The Board reviewed the requests for tax credits and exemptions; Chair Swenson confirmed these 212 

were reviewed by the contract assessor.  213 

 214 

MOTION: To approve the All Veterans Tax Credit for Map 258, Lot 032.  Motion by 215 

Chair Swenson.  Second by Selectman DeCoff.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 216 

 217 

MOTION: To approve the Veterans Tax Credit for Map 111, Lot 021 in the amount of 218 

$750.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Selectman DeCoff.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 219 

 220 

MOTION: To approve the Veterans Tax Credit for Map 250, Lot 054 in the amount of 221 
$750.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Selectman DeCoff.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 222 

 223 

MOTION: To approve the Veterans Tax Credit for Map 251, Lot 019 in the amount of 224 

$750.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Selectman DeCoff.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 225 

 226 

Land Use Change Tax  227 
Chair Swenson noted the packet is incomplete and further information is needed. 228 
 229 
MOTION: To enter nonpublic session pursuant to RS 91:A-3II, (a) The dismissal, 230 
promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee, or 231 
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the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected (1) has a 232 

right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in which case the request shall be 233 
granted;  (c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation 234 
of any person, other than a member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an 235 

open meeting. This exemption shall extend to any application for assistance or tax abatement 236 
or waiver of a fee, fine, or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of the applicant; (l) 237 
Consideration of legal advice provided by legal counsel, either in writing or orally, to one or 238 
more members of the public body, even where legal counsel is not present.  Motion by Chair 239 
Swenson.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  Roll Call Vote: Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman 240 

DeCoff – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 241 
 242 
The Board entered non-public session at 6:37 p.m.  243 
 244 
The Board reentered public session at 8:50 p.m. 245 

 246 

MOTION: To seal the minutes of the non-public second session of August 22, 2023 for 247 
reasons it may adversely affect the reputation of one other than the Board.  Motion by 248 

Chair Swenson.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 249 
 250 
MOTION: To adjourn the meeting.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Selectman 251 
Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 252 

 253 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.  254 

 255 

 256 
Respectfully Submitted, 257 

Jennifer Riel 258 

Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary  259 


