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TOWN OF NEW DURHAM 1 
Board of Selectmen 2 

October 12, 2023, 10:00 A.M. 3 

New Durham Community Room, New Durham, NH 03855 4 
 5 

Disclaimer: If technology fails, the meeting physically occurring will continue at the location 6 
above. Town of New Durham offers no security assurances to those connecting via PC to a third 7 

party software and hardware not configured or controlled by our IT Service provider. 8 

 9 
PRESENT 10 
David Swenson, Select Board Chair 11 
Dorothy Veisel, Vice Chair Select Board  12 
Marc DeCoff, Select Board Member  13 

 14 

ALSO PRESENT 15 
Cecile Chase, Interim Town Administrator  16 
Scott Drummey, Planning Board 17 

Terry Jarvis, Zoning Board of Adjustment  18 
Caitlin Frost, Library Director  19 
Rudy Rosiello, Resident 20 

Bill Meyer, Resident 21 
Celeste Chasse, Parks and Recreation Director  22 

 23 
CALL TO ORDER 24 
Chair Swenson called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.    25 

 26 

FY 2024 Budget Review 27 
Account 4194 – Planning Board 28 
The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Mr. Drummey explained the increases in budget from 29 

last year which includes contracted services for a part time Town Planner through Strafford 30 
Regional Planning Commission.  He also explained the average number of cases the Planning 31 
Board hears and stated the figure was reduced.  He also explained the need for having a town 32 

planner noting there has been an ongoing need and discussion for it.  Mr. Drummey stated the 33 
complexity of the cases coming before the board has been consistently increasing and require 34 
outside advice and guidance for processing plans. He stated the part time planner would be 35 
contracted to work for the town 30 hours per week.  The Board discussed the tasks and 36 
responsibilities of a Town Planner.   37 

 38 

There was also discussion about the progress of the septic system database project.  Chair 39 

Swenson suggested looking at requesting additional help from the building inspector / code 40 
enforcement department instead of SRPC.  He stated he does not believe there is enough 41 
rationale at this point to define a number of hours per week and the job description, measurable 42 
goals, etc. have not been sufficiently developed to establish this new Town position.  It was 43 
noted those positions are not typically involved with planning as much as inspection and 44 
enforcement.  It was agreed something is needed to help the review process and to table approval 45 
of the budget for further discussion.  46 
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 47 
Account 4324 – Solid Waste 48 
The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Chair Swenson asked if the open positions are 49 

planned to be filled.  It was confirmed those positions need to be filled but some of the work will 50 
be covered by contracted services.  There was further discussion of the open positions as well as 51 
the breakdown of expenses and purchases.  52 
 53 
Mr. DeCoff left the meeting.  54 

 55 
MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4324 in the amount of 56 
$410,802.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Chair Swenson.  Motion passed 2-0-0.  57 
 58 
Account 4192 – Zoning Board of Adjustment  59 

The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Ms. Jarvis stated the budget is calculated on an 60 

average of 18 cases per year; she explained the breakdown of costs for each case.  61 
 62 
MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4192 Zoning Board of 63 

Adjustment in the amount of $6,875.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Chair 64 
Swenson.  Motion passed 2-0-0.  65 
 66 

Account 4550 – Library   67 
The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Ms. Frost explained the breakdown of the budget as 68 

well as the number of employees.  Chair Swenson noted the major increases are in health 69 
insurance and wages.  Ms. Frost explained with some of the costs such as subscriptions she does 70 
not have any control over the increases but these are necessary for the Library operations.  She 71 

also explained the significant increase in patronage over the last year.  Chair Swenson 72 

recommended additional details be provided when going before the Budget Committee.  73 
 74 
MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4550 Library in the 75 

amount of $196,714.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Chair Swenson.  Motion 76 
passed 2-0-0.  77 
 78 

Account 4411 – Health Officer 79 
The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Chair Swenson noted the stipend is increased by 80 
$100.  The remaining budget is flat funded. 81 
 82 
MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4411 Health Officer in 83 

the amount of $3,834.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Chair Swenson.  Motion 84 

passed 2-0-0.  85 

 86 
Account 4196 - Insurance 87 
The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Interim Town Administrator Chase explained the 88 
calculations were based on 10% increases but she has not received confirmation of increases.  89 
 90 



Town of New Durham Board of Selectmen Meeting 
October 12, 2023  Approved 12/20/23 
 

Page 3 of 5 
 

MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4196 Insurance in the 91 
amount of $77,000.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Chair Swenson.  Motion 92 
passed 2-0-0.  93 

 94 
Account 4195 – Cemeteries  95 
The Board reviewed the proposed budget. 96 
 97 
MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4195 Cemeteries in the 98 

amount of $5,366.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Chair Swenson.  Motion 99 
passed 2-0-0.  100 
 101 
Selectman DeCoff rejoined the meeting. 102 
 103 

Account 4291 – Forestry  104 

The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  It was noted the administrative and payroll lines are 105 
level-funded from FY23; maintenance payroll was reduced.  Fees and dues have been removed 106 
as the Strafford County Forest Wardens group was disbanded.  The department is planning to get 107 

additional training for the on-duty shift crew.  There was also discussion about the types of calls 108 
the forestry vehicle responds to.  109 
 110 

MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4291 Forestry in the 111 
amount of $15,511.  Motion by Selectman DeCoff.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  Motion 112 

passed 3-0-0.  113 
 114 
Account 4520 – Parks and Recreation  115 

The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Ms. Chasse explained the breakdown of employee 116 

hours.  She stated she recently hired someone for the contract mowing at the ballfields.  There 117 
was discussion of putting a handicap ramp or mat at the beach.  Selectman Veisel noted that 118 
while funding has increased the programing being offered has also increased.  119 

 120 
MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4520 Parks and 121 
Recreation in the amount of $90,337.  Motion by Selectman DeCoff.  Second by Vice Chair 122 

Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 123 
 124 
Account 4153 – Legal  125 
The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  The Board, by consensus, noted that FY23 legal 126 
expenditures were significantly higher than anticipated and it was not expected that FY24 would 127 

be as high. 128 

 129 

MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4153 Legal in the 130 
amount of $30,000.  Motion by Selectman DeCoff.  Second by Viee Chair Veisel.  Motion 131 
passed 3-0-0. 132 
 133 
MOTION: To enter nonpublic session pursuant to RS 91:A-3II, (a) The dismissal, 134 
promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee, or 135 
the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected (1) has a 136 
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right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in which case the request shall be 137 
granted;  (c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation 138 
of any person, other than a member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an 139 

open meeting. This exemption shall extend to any application for assistance or tax abatement 140 
or waiver of a fee, fine, or other levy, if based on the inability to pay or poverty of the 141 
applicant; Motion by Chair Swenson. Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  Roll Call Vote: 142 
Selectman Veisel – aye; Selectman DeCoff – aye; Chair Swenson – aye.  Motion passed 3-0-143 
0. 144 

 145 

The Board left public session at 10:58 a.m.       146 

 147 

The Board reentered public session at 12:12 p.m. 148 

 149 

MOTION: To seal the minutes of the non-public session of the October 12, 2023 meeting 150 

for reasons it may adversely affect the reputation of one other than the Board.  Motion by 151 

Chair Swenson.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0.  152 

 153 
Account 4240 – Building Inspector / Code Enforcement  154 

The Board reviewed the proposed budget. 155 
 156 

MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4240 Building Inspector 157 
/ Code Enforcement in the amount of $110,011.  Motion by Selectman DeCoff.  Second by 158 
Selectman Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0.  159 

 160 
Account 4130 – Executive  161 

The Board reviewed the proposed budget.  Interim Town Administrator Chase gave an update on 162 
processes within Town Hall noting there may be a need for an additional part time 163 

Administrative Assistant employee.  There was further discussion of selected line items.  164 
 165 

MOTION: To approve the proposed FY 2024 Budget for Account 4130 in the amount of 166 
$233,593.  Motion by Vice Chair Veisel.  Second by Selectman DeCoff.  Motion passed 3-0-167 
0.  168 
 169 
MOTION: To enter nonpublic session pursuant to RS 91:A-3II, (a) The dismissal, 170 

promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee, or 171 
the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected (1) has a 172 
right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in which case the request shall be 173 

granted;  (c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation 174 
of any person, other than a member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an 175 
open meeting. This exemption shall extend to any application for assistance or tax abatement 176 
or waiver of a fee, fine, or other levy, if based on the inability to pay or poverty of the 177 

applicant; Motion by Chair Swenson. Second by Selectman Veisel. Roll Call Vote: 178 
Selectman Veisel -aye; Selectman DeCoff-aye; Chair Swenson-aye. Motion passed 3-0-0. 179 
 180 

The Board left public session at 12:53 p.m.       181 
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 182 

The Board reentered public session at 1:44 p.m. 183 

 184 

MOTION: To seal the minutes of the second non-public session of the October 12, 2023 185 

meeting for reasons it may adversely affect the reputation of one other than the Board.  186 

Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Vice Chair Veisel.  Motion passed 3-0-0.  187 

 188 
MOTION: To adjourn.  Motion by Chair Swenson.  Second by Selectman DeCoff.  Motion 189 
passed 3-0-0. 190 
 191 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.  192 

 193 

 194 
Respectfully Submitted, 195 

Jennifer Riel 196 

Jennifer Riel, Recording Secretary 197 


